DR PAUL HURRION

To be a tour-standard
putter you need a
tour-standard set-up and
balance over the ball
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putting stroke — and that means going
over the details of your grip, posture,
ball position and balance.

Across this page and overleaf you'll
find a number of tips and ‘reminders’
that will help you to cover the key
points. If you haven’t done so already,
go and see your local pro or contact
your regional GEL fitting centre and get
yourself a putter that is precisely fitted
to your specs. I'm not saying that will
guarantee you success, but it will cer-
tainly help you to enjoy a consistently
better set up and posture, which will be
reflected in the quality of your putting
stroke.
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The ‘Pro-Stance’ has
proved one of the most
popular of the training
products | have developed
and a lot of tour players
use it to build their stability
in the set-up (not only with
the putter but in the full
swing also). The key to the
Pro-Stance is that inflating
the tube and standing with
it directly under the arches
of your feet, any tendency
to set-up out of balance is
quickly revealed. You don’t

want to be too far back on
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weight is too much on the
toes (above). The ideal
posture sees the upper
body angled nicely, your
weight counteracted by
your rear-end as you push
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Keep the symmetry of your stroke,

One of the key aspects of the putting stroke is what | refer to as the ‘rise angle’ -
i.e. the angle at which the putter-head is seen to rise up in the follow-through
immediately after the ball has been struck. There is a long-standing myth out
there that by lifting quite dramatically up on the ball you impart some sort of over-
spin which gets the ball on a better roll. This is not the case - trust me, | have
researched this extensively, studied hours of close up video footage and analysed
reams of date on spin, and ‘skid’ and roll through the impact area. And the evi-
dence all points to the fact that you achieve the best ‘roll’ on the ball when the
putter exits the stroke at a shallow angle, not manipulated in any way as you
swing to the follow-through.

The stroke itself, of course, is controlled by the pendulum motion of the shoulders
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Unit of the arms and
upper body is in control
of the positioning of the
putter at the set up and
then on governing the
pace and shape of the
stroke — as long as you
maintain this symmetry
the putter-head remains
low to the ground as it
traces a shallow arc

matching back and through

and upper body (the shape and consistency of which is of course determined large-
ly by your ability to repeat a good set up position — so work on that!). My own feeling
is that the momentum of the putting stroke comes from within, my body centre, as |
create a simple pendulum-type motion to get the arms, hands and the putter mov-
ing as one. There is no manipulation in the hands. The grip is soft and the putter
responds to the tick-tock momentum that is created, back and through.

The best way to think of it is that the ball simply gets in the way, and as the
stroke continues on to its natural conclusion you can see that the rise angle mirrors
the lift angle in the backswing. When you marry up the two halves of your putting
stroke you will enjoy solid and consistent contact with the back of the ball — and hit
the putt on the desired line, at the desired pace.

up through the impact
area disconnects the
stroke
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Arms and shoulders maintain
their Y-shape relationship into
the follow-through — there is
no pulling up of the hands or
crumpling of the arms. The
result is a stroke that traces a
perfect arc through the ball —
i.e. the ‘rise angle’ of the put-
ter-head in the through-swing
mirrors the shallow angle of
the backswing

The difference may appear too small to be
significant but even pulling up the hands
and the putter-head like this (left) — as
opposed to releasing the putter with the
correct action and ‘rise angle’ above — is
enough to cause the ball to be mis-struck
and the putt to skew offline. So work on
the pure symmetry of your stroke, match-
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ing up the angle of your swing arc back .-.

and through
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